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Delegation and Redelegation of Authority 


1« In connection with the pi opoeed delegations of authority by 
the Director of Central lnt< JLliger.c*, the Legal Staff lias revived 
several decisions of the Comptroller General regarding the poe .1 oility 
of redelegation. 

2* The decisions clearly iraiemte the Comptroller General's op- 
position to r ©delegation of most i overs delegated in toe propos ed, 
draft. It i t our Tie* that he votld approve rccielegatlon in o::ly toe 

following two instances: 

a. Die power to authorise execution of contracts (Paragraph 
A, Section 10 of proposed draft)* There arc, of course, ertain 
instances when even dtlegatJU a of procurement authority 1 not 
permitted, (For cxnaqple, Section 3 of Public Law 110). 

b. The authorities giver, to the Chief of a Mission o - in- 
dependent station o tilde tl» continental Units of the Hated 
States , insofar as authoriaai ®a is given to designate an of- 
ficer or employee to perform certain acts. (Paragraph. G of pro- 
posed draft). 

Jt Prior to passage of the Administrative Expense Statute; of 
13ti6 (Public Law 600, 79tfa Congress), the Comptroller General on several 
occasions expressed his oppo: it io; to delegation of authority vested in 
the head of an agency. Public Lavr $00 specifically authorised delegation 
of much authority, but toe Comptroller General remained f .rn in ois op- 
position to redelegation. This opposition has been m .pi cared both, in 
decisions of the Coaptroll* r General and in GAO regulations. 

4* However, it is possible that the Coiaptrollcr General :ie now 
taking a mers liberal attitude totard. rtdelegation as a result oi toe 
reorganisation plans recently enacted by Congress. Foi oauiipli , on 
22 March 1950, toe Comptroller Get oral informed the Secretary ox Gqb- 
merce that the Latter -«as not pexsitfctd to delegate to cubci ’vci. Ui tc S j 
the authority to deti^nate mplajzea to aciiuiniater oatiie under the 
provisions of 5 U.S,C» 16a, Then, Congress passed Reorganisation Plan 
No. 5, which contained the following proviso: 

"The Secretary of Commerce my from time to time make such 
provisions as he shall deem expropriate authorising the per- 
formance fey any other officer, or by any agency or employ* c. 
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of the Departeeab of 0en®ere© of aiy Inaction of the Secre- 
tary • * * •* 

A« a retail of the above, the Gorapl roller General reversed Me previous 
decision aad coac3a*td that the Secretary of Conferee now weald ho au-x 
tl»r Istd to dole gate to subordinate* the authority to aeaigmto em-ls^ 
ployoes to autinister gaths under the act ret oat in $ U.S.C. 1 «. (De- 
cision B-91896, dated 2? June 1 9$0j» 

$, The Central Intelligence /.gtney, of course, has no tuci pro- 
viso in its basic legislation, sad consequently cannot take full ad- 
vantage of this decision, however, the recent decision doee in i l cate ilv 
CoiipU'Oller Central* S yccogpitic n < f the current legislative trend to- 
mad sore libr ral delegation- of authority. 

6, Concjufton . In view of tie above, it te id aeec 1* gaily sound 
to utilise "this' plirase in the proposed draft* "Sfre .jeters delegated. ^ 
herein stay be exercised by the leputija of daaTgnaied officials, and 
say be rcdelegatcd where appropriate."! In addition, in order to fore- 
stall any objection on the, part of tfo C stptroller General, we o< ILtve 
tiie proposed draft short Id specify die -positions to which delegations 
are rad©, rather than ant- 1 orizs relelagations to certain "designees in 
writing." 
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